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In paragraph one, replace “welcomes” with “notes”. At the end of paragraph one, add “are 
coming to an end.” 
 
At the end of paragraph four, add “Since the start of the pandemic 67,000 residents were 
claiming Universal Credit in Leeds, an increase of 99%. Council thanks those council services 
and third sector organisations that provide support for people in these difficult circumstances.” 
 
Remove paragraphs five, six and seven and replace with: “This Council offers to work with 
government, the UBI Lab Network and other partners to establish a more viable solution to 
guarantee financial security for households during the critical post-Covid period and beyond, 
including supporting a Universal Basic Income pilot scheme with external funding as part of our 
ambition to tackle poverty and reduce inequalities across the city. 
 
Council requests officers provides a detailed update to the Executive Board within 3 months on 
the Council’s work to tackle poverty post Covid-19 and options to lobby for changes to national 
policy.”  
 
Full Amended Motion is:  
 
“This Council notes the Government measures such as the Job Retention Scheme and the Self-
Employment Income Support Scheme brought in to provide financial help for individuals and 
businesses suffering as a result of the economic crisis caused by the Coronavirus pandemic are 
coming to an end.  
 
The Council recognises that as the Government’s income protection schemes are wound down, 
individuals who do not return to their previous employment will suffer significant financial loss. 
Meanwhile, the millions not covered by the Government’s measures will have endured months of 
hardship. Additionally, the economy will need a demand boost to avoid a prolonged recession 
and to give businesses the confidence to reopen and begin hiring people again.  
 
Council recognises that the Covid 19 crisis is taking place at a time of climate emergency, and 
that there needs to be a Green recovery if Leeds City Council is to meet its target of Leeds 
becoming zero carbon by 2030. Payment of a Universal Basic Income could be an important 
factor in providing the stimulus needed within that green recovery, for entrepreneurship and 
green jobs.  
 
The Council believes that the current benefits system is not capable of dealing with the potential 
large volume of claims that could arise. It is already failing residents in Leeds, with Universal 



Credit causing hardship to many communities through the combination of low payment levels, 
payment delays, sanctions and complex bureaucracy. Since the start of the pandemic 67,000 
residents have claimed Universal Credit in Leeds, an increase of 99%. Council thanks those 
council services and third sector organisations that provide support for people in these difficult 
circumstances. 
 
This Council offers to work with government, the UBI Lab Network and other partners to establish 
a more viable solution to guarantee financial security for households during the critical post-Covid 
period and beyond, including supporting a Universal Basic Income pilot scheme with external 
funding as part of our ambition to tackle poverty and reduce inequalities across the city. 
 
Council requests officers provides a detailed update to the Executive Board within 3 months on 
the Council’s work to tackle poverty post Covid-19 and options to lobby for changes to national 
policy.”  
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